
Clinton County’s Natural Gas Task Force 

 
This column is presented weekly by the Public Education sub-committee of the Clinton County 

Natural Gas Task Force in an effort to provide accurate, up-to-date information on activities 

surrounding the Marcellus Shale formation and the natural gas exploration industry. 

 

     What are the impacts, and what are the opportunities to be found with the boom of natural gas 

exploration associated with the Marcellus Shale?  There seem to be many answers to that 

question, and in Clinton County, there’s an umbrella organization that has formed to try and 

address those various challenges.  That organization is the Clinton County Natural Gas Task 

Force (CCNGTF). 

     Established a little more than a year ago by the Clinton County Commissioners, the CCNGTF 

meets regularly and brings together people from all walks of life.  Commissioner chairman 

Adam Coleman leads the Task Force, and there are a number of sub-committees that have been 

established and are chaired by others. 

     “I think the main reason for creating a Task Force was to establish a pipeline to link the 

natural gas industry to our citizens,” said Commissioner Coleman.  “The Marcellus activity is 

new to our area and, at least initially, there was all kinds of information going around, some of 

which was mis-information and tended to cause confusion.  With the Task Force, we’re able to 

generate accurate information to help educate and inform Clinton County residents.” 

     The mission of the CCNGTF sets the stage for its work:  The Clinton County Natural Gas 

Task Force, a broad-based community initiative established by the Clinton County 

Commissioners, serves as the central information clearinghouse relative to the natural gas play 

in the County.  The Task Force identifies the key issues and actions needed to support 

development of shale gas deposits in ways that will maximize the economic benefit to the area, 

ensure that the community is kept fully informed, and minimize the adverse impact on the 

residents and natural resources of the county. 

     The Task Force also has established several important goals and objectives, including: 

 Identify key issues and work to address the needs and concerns of all 

constituencies; 

 Serve as a resource for all available public-sector information; 

 Provide a public forum for discussion and the exchange of ideas; 

 Disseminate unbiased and factual education material; 

 Collaborate with the industry to ensure continuous and open dialogue; 

 Support responsible and sustainable economic development initiatives; 

 Promote the use of state-of-the-art safety policies, procedures and equipment; 

 Advocate for the conservation of all natural resources;  and 

 Report regularly and transparently to the community. 

     To help carry out the Task Force mission, goals and objectives, seven sub-committees have 

been formed.  These groups are made up of people who have an interest and willingness to delve 

deeper into impact and opportunity areas such as public safety/emergency management, 

economic development, workforce development, environmental, education, public education, 

and transportation. 

     Involvement on the Task Force sub-committees is open to anyone interested. 

     The Public Safety Sub-Committee is chaired by Kevin Fanning, and its members include 

William Frantz, Chad Savrock, Jim Watson, Dan Ake, Jim Crays, Gerard Banfill, Megan Lucas, 

Suzy Watson, Rusty Blessard, Keith Bittner, Butch Knauff, William McCoy, Brandon Coleman 

and Steve Stevenson, as well as representatives from the Pennsylvania Department of 



Environmental Protection, the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the 

Pennsylvania State Police, and Anadarko Petroleum Corporation and Range Resources. 

     The Economic Development sub-committee is chaired by Mike Flanagan and includes Bruce 

Jones, Dave Coleman, Jim Russo, Jim Hanna, Rich Kyle, Bob Maguire, Richard Morris and Matt 

Henderson. 

     Bruce Jones serves as chairperson for the Workforce Development sub-committee.  Members 

include Tom Bossert, Scott Owens and Bob Maguire. 

     The Environmental sub-committee is chaired by Gerry Lacy and its members include Bob 

Myers, Dan Vilello, John Way, Steve Bason, Tim Holladay, Kyle Gallagher, Mitzi Gallagher, 

Taryn Sprague, Jim Kelley and Mary Ann Bower. 

     Rich Kyle serves as chairperson of the Public Education sub-committee, whose members 

include John Way, Bruce Jones and Matt Henderson. 

     The Education sub-committee includes Scott Owens, Kelly Hastings, Jim Burnworth and 

Butch Knauff. 

     And the Task Force Transportation sub-committee is chaired by Wes Carson, and members 

include Jonathan Bravard and Taryn Sprague. 

     Coleman says the various committees have been meeting to set priorities and action items, 

and generating information on Marcellus Shale activities. 

     “People are looking to the Task Force for accurate, up-to-date information.  I think we’ve 

been able to get out some good messages and good resources to help people make informed 

decisions when dealing with everything ranging from possibly leasing their land to a gas 

company, to truck traffic and road conditions.” 

     Another example of the Task Force providing information for the public is this weekly 

newspaper column, which was created in partnership with the Public Education sub-committee 

and The Express newspaper.  The column appears every Thursday and topics have covered 

everything from basic information about the Marcellus Shale, to recently enacted state 

regulations governing natural gas drilling activities. 

     Clinton County government also has information on their web page about the Task Force.  

People can visit www.clintoncountypa.com and from the home page, click on the Clinton County 

Natural Gas Task Force icon.  In addition to listing the Task Force mission and committees, the 

site also includes minutes from recent Task Force meetings. 

     Neighboring counties such as Lycoming and Centre also have organizations in place to focus 

on the impacts and opportunities within the Marcellus Shale.  The Lycoming County Community 

Gas Exploration Task Force was established in 2008 and is chaired by County Commissioner 

Rebecca Burke, while the Centre County Natural Gas Task Force was formed earlier this year 

and is headed by landholder and volunteer Susan Shoemaker Benedict.  The web site for 

Lycoming County is www.lyco.org/Home/GasExplorationTaskForce/tabid/511/default.aspx.  

The site for the Centre Task Force is www.co.centre.pa.us/planning/natural_gas_task_force.asp.  

In addition, at least 12 other counties across the state – Bradford, Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, 

Fayette, Lancaster, Luzerne, Pike, Potter, Somerset, Sullivan and Wayne County – have some 

type of natural gas/energy task force. 

     The Clinton County Natural Gas Task Force typically meets at 4:00 p.m. on the last Tuesday 

of the month.  Due to the upcoming holidays, there will only be one meeting for November and 

December, which is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 14.  The Task Force meets 

in the Commissioners meeting room on the third floor of the Garden Building at 232 East Main 

Street, Lock Haven.  Meetings are open to the public and people are encouraged to attend and 

participate. 
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