
 
 

 
 

Finding Marcellus Drilling Permits, Wells, & Production Information 

 

This column is presented weekly by the Public Education sub-committee of the Clinton County 

Natural Gas Task Force in an effort to provide accurate, up-to-date information on activities 

surrounding the Marcellus Shale formation and the natural gas exploration industry.  

 

Over the last six months the debate surrounding Marcellus Shale has truly hit a fevered pitch. 

One key to a constructive conversation about the Marcellus Shale is for everyone to have 

access to quality, timely, and credible information. Fortunately for Pennsylvania residents, a 

tremendous amount of information about drilling permits, wells, and production is readily 

available from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources (DEP) Bureau of Oil 

and Gas Management. With the information from DEP you can answer questions like: Where 

are they drilling? What companies are drilling in my area? How much natural gas do the 

Marcellus wells produce? How deep are they drilling to reach the Marcellus Shale? 

There are three easy ways to keep up with current drilling permits and wells drilled. If you are  

looking for some quick information on permits and wells try the DEP Marcellus Shale website 

which can be found at: 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/new_forms/marcellus/marcellus.htm and 

click the 2010 Permits Issued and Wells Drilled Maps. This is a great site if you are looking for 

general information about total permits, total wells or the location actual of Marcellus permits 

and wells.  

If you are looking for more detail, the next step is to visit the 2010 Permit and Rig Activity Report 

website found at: http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/OILGAS/RIG10.htm. There 

you will find a tremendous amount of detailed information including a downloadable 

spreadsheet with permits issued by county, a summary report to wells drilled (spudded) by 

county, and access to previous years permit and rig activity dating back to 1998.  

Perhaps the current permitting spreadsheet is the most useful, as it contains both Marcellus and 

non-Marcellus drilling permits, the county and municipality where the permit was issued, the 

company who applied for the permit, intended drilling depth, when the permit was issued, and if 

the well will include a horizontal drilling leg. By following the Permit and Rig Activity Report we 

can see in 2010 there have been 2,252 Marcellus permits issued in Pennsylvania and 35 

Marcellus permits issued in Clinton County across five different townships.  All Clinton County 

permits include horizontal drilling, and the proposed drilling depth in Clinton County is 7,747 to 

8,379 feet deep. If you need lots of detail, then the 2010 Permit and Rig Activity Report website 

is definitely for you. 

Finally, if you really want to stay up-to-date or even a little ahead of the curve, DEP eNotice is 

your best option. When you subscribe to eNotice, you can choose the counties or even 

municipalities you are interested in and the types of permits you want to track. Creating an 

account is simple; just point your web browser (Internet Explorer works best) to 



 
 

 
 

http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/eNOTICEWeb/, click „create user‟, enter a user name, 

password, and your email address. An email will be sent to your email account confirming your 

user name and password and providing a website for eNotice log-in. After you receive the 

confirmation email, you can log into eNotice and select the category of information you would 

like to receive. The Marcellus Shale Drilling Permits are found under the DEP Permit 

Applications category.  

If you select the DEP Permit Applications category, you can then choose the geographic area 

you would like permits tracked. Generally it is easiest to follow counties, but you may want to 

follow your municipality and/or the municipalities around you. Simply click the „add new item‟ 

button, click the geography you would like to track, then select the program area (in this case 

you would select oil & gas), then select the county or municipalities you want to track. By 

holding the control key on your keyboard, you can select more than one county or municipality 

by simply clicking. Click „save selection‟ and you will begin receiving oil and gas permit updates 

in your email nearly every day. The eNotice service is great because it gives you a preview of 

pending oil and gas permits before they are listed anywhere else. Also, eNotice is useful for 

identifying potential natural gas water impoundment areas, compressor station sites, well pads, 

and mapping future well locations (Internet Explorer is required for mapping), and more. 

DEP recently started a new website dedicated to reporting well production. The website can be 

found at: http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/oilgas.htm. Look for the 

Marcellus Production Data July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010 and the API County Codes. There are 

a couple of important pieces of information you will need before you try to interpret the 

production data related to volume measurements and identifying counties: First, under the “vol” 

or volume code, natural gas is in 1,000 cubic feet, meaning you need to add three zeros to the 

end of the volume data to get the actual production. Brine and oil are in barrels and a barrel is 

equal to 42 gallons (not 55 gallons). Second, in order to find the county specific data you need 

the API code which is used in the first three digits of the “permit No.” column. It is a little tricky 

to navigate and not nearly as user friendly as the other drilling permit and well site references, 

but with a little perseverance you should be able to find the data you need.  

At the end of your production data search what you will find is that currently there are five 

Marcellus wells producing natural gas in Clinton County. Centre County also has five wells in 

production and Lycoming County has 19 wells moving natural gas. With a few additional 

calculations, the data show over the last year the Clinton County wells have produced about 1.3 

billion cubic feet (Bcf) of natural gas, Centre County produced a little over 286 million cubic feet 

(MMcf), and Lycoming County wells produced 4.642 Bcf. Average daily well production across 

all three counties ranged from a little more than 24,400 cubic feet to 5.212 MMcf of natural gas. 

The highest producing wells in the three county area ranged from 4.2 – 5.2 MMcf of natural gas 

per day.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources is the primary regulator of natural 

gas drilling in Pennsylvania. In their regulator role, the Department provides timely and valuable 

information that is easily available to the public. There are many more quality information 

sources for Marcellus Shale, but one good place to start is the Pennsylvania Department of 



 
 

 
 

Environmental Resources Bureau of Oil and Gas Management 2010 Permits Issued and Wells 

Drilled Maps, 2010 Permit and Rig Activity Report, eNotice, and Oil and Gas Production 

websites.  

 

James R. Ladlee, Director for Penn State Cooperative Extension in Clinton County, and Director 

of Special Initiatives for the Marcellus Shale Education and Training Center. 

 


