
 
Clinton County Natural Gas Task Force 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
February 28, 2013 

 
 

I. Welcome 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Pete Smeltz.   

 
II. Subcommittee Reports: 

 
a. Workforce Development/Education Committee – Mr. Bruce Jones provided 

the following report: 
 

Workforce Update 
PA CareerLink-Clinton County 

 
 UC/Employment Data: December 2012 

Monthly Seasonally Adjusted Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment data in Clinton 
County, PA for December 2012 

Civilian Labor Force Employment Unemployment Unemployment Rate (%) Report 

21,300 19,500 1,800 8.6 Time  

 
Comparison to last December 2011 

Monthly Seasonally Adjusted Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment data in Clinton 
County, PA for December 2011 

Civilian Labor Force Employment Unemployment Unemployment Rate (%) Report 

20,300 18,800 1,500 7.3 Time  

 
Source: Center for Workforce Information & Analysis 
 
*Central Workforce Investment Area-Regional Data 
 
LABOR MARKET INFORMATION 
  
 
 

http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/unemp_data.asp?geo=4204000035&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&rollgeo=&cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&sgltime=0&tableused=LABFORCE&time=20120312&adjusted=1
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/unemp_data.asp?geo=4204000035&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&rollgeo=&cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&sgltime=0&tableused=LABFORCE&time=20110312&adjusted=1


Unemployment Rates (based on December 2012 data): 
  
Central WIA 7.9% (December 2012) vs. (December 2011=7.1%) 
This represents an increase of +0.6% since November 2012 (last month)* and an increase of 
+0.8% since December 2011 (last year)**.  There are currently 25,500 unemployed individuals 
in the region who are actively seeking work.  
  
*Monthly Change: During the past month, the unemployment rate increased within a 
growing labor force as a result of individuals losing their jobs and jobseekers entering the 
labor force. A monthly decrease in the employed population (-600) and a larger increase 
in the unemployed population (+2,100) caused the labor force to increase (+1,500), which 
ultimately resulted in a higher unemployment rate (+0.6%).  
 
**Annual Change: Even though individuals found employment within a growing labor 
force during the past year, there was a higher rate of jobseekers entering the labor force in 
search of employment, which resulted in a higher unemployment rate. Annual increases 
in both the employed (+9,100) and unemployed (+3,500) populations caused the labor 
force to increase (+12,600), which ultimately caused the unemployment rate to increase 
(+0.8%).  
  
(Source: CPWDC Research Dept.) 
  
 Pennsylvania 7.9% (December 2012) vs. (December 2011=7.7%) 
  
 United States 7.8% (December 2012) vs. (December 2011=8.5%) 
   
*January 2013 data is scheduled to be released on or after March 19, 2013. 
 
PA CareerLink-Clinton County: 2013 New Hires 
 
January 2013 & *February 2013 New Hires = 40 (*incomplete) 
Natural Gas Hires = 1 
 

b. Public Safety Committee – Mr. Kevin Fanning reported that the next meeting 
would be 3/21/13.  He provided the attached report.  

 
c. Economic Development Committee – Mr. Mike Flanagan reported that the 

committee maintains a list of possible locations for gas related firms (and other 
firms).  Baker Hughes has hired five people and continues to hire and ramp up 
operations at its new location. The committee/Partnership continues to work with 
gas industry businesses about locating in the area/business park. 
 

d. Public Education Committee – Mr. Mitzi Gallagher reported that Representative 
Hanna will be holding a Got Gas? Fair at the Community Center on March 2nd 

from 9-11 AM.  There was a discussion regarding an eight week training 
conducted by the Penn State Marcellus Center for Outreach and Research.  Julie 



Brennan shared a press release regarding funding opportunities available because 
of the Marcellus Shale impact fee.   
 

e. Environmental Committee – Mrs. Mary Ann Bower reported that the committee 
met on February 12th.  She provided a written report that is attached.    
 

f. Transportation – No report 
 
III. Agency Reports:  

 
a. DCNR – Mr. Doug D’Amore reported that it has been quite.  Act 9 requires each 

road to have a name and they are developing names and signs.  They are working 
on a resolution between the industry and snowmobilers.  
 

IV. Industry Reports - None 
 

a. Ms. Mary Wolf, Anadarko, reported that they are in production and transportation 
mode in Clinton County.  There are rigs in Lycoming County.  
 

b. Mr. Irv Gleason, Range Resources, reported that there are two rigs in Lycoming 
County.  One crew is fracing and they will be returning to Queen’s Run in 
September to do a couple of wells. 
 

c. Mr. Ken Hill, XTO, reported that there are no rigs in Clinton County.  They will 
be fracing in Dry Run in May through July. 
 
Mr. Smeltz asked what we should be preparing for in regard to gas activity in 
Clinton County in the future.  The industry representative responded that market 
volatility and the current gas prices have affected activity.  Economics drives the 
industry.  There is dry gas in Clinton County which is good.  They feel activity 
will be back on the rise in 2013-2014.  Over time the companies have become 
more efficient so there are fewer rigs needed. 

 
V. New Business: 

 
a. Mr. Smeltz requested input on the Goals and Objectives of the Task Force.  Mr. 

Jim Runkle recommended having the members rank the objectives from 1-10.  
Mr. Smeltz suggested adding the objective:  Promote infrastructure development 
to encourage natural gas usage.  Amy Dicello will send the list of goals and 
objectives to the members before the next meeting. 
 

b. Mr. Rich Musser, Tri M, stated that when laying gas lines it would be cost 
effective to add fiber, etc.   
 

The next Gas Task Force meeting will be March 26, 2013.   
 



The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
Clinton County Chief Clerk 


