
 

Clinton County Natural Gas Task Force 
 

Meeting Notes 
 

March 25, 2014 
 
 

I. Welcome 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Pete Smeltz.   

 
II. Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) Presentation 

 
Mr. Smeltz introduced Mr. Andrew Gavin who provided and overview of the SRBC.   
 
Mr. Gavin reported that there are 27,510 square miles in the watershed.  It is the largest 
tributary to the Chesapeake Bay.  They provide flood forecasting and warning, drought 
coordination, water resource planning and public education and outreach.  They regulate 
ground water and surface water withdrawals, consumptive use and diversions.  He 
discussed the application and approval process.  He stated that the gas industry is not the 
biggest water user.  There are thirty nine unconventional gas well pads approved by the 
SRBC.  Their website is www.srbc.net. 
 

III. Subcommittee Reports: 
 

a. Workforce Development/Education Committee – No report 
 

b. Economic Development Committee –Mike Flanagan reported that the 
Partnership/committee continues to keep an unofficial inventory of possible 
locations for the natural gas industry.  He attended the open house on Feb. 27 at 
the Marcellus training center at the Central Pa Institute of Science and 
Technology.  A couple of existing natural gas related businesses were contacted 
recently for updates. HB Rentals is a supplier for onsite accommodations for the 
oil and gas industry, and is located along Route 64 outside of Mill Hall. The firm 
has 28 employees. District manager Dave Bowlan is projecting a relatively flat 
year due to the low price of natural gas, although there may be a small uptick due 
to the harsh winter and more power plants switching to natural gas. Bowlan said, 
“Our sector may be flat, but other areas are still trying to catch up to all the 
drilling that has been done so far. As a whole the Marcellus Play is still a very 
active enterprise, will be for years to come and still has a bright, far reaching 
impact on the local economy.” Appalachian Drilling Services has about 24 
employees working out of its Beech Creek Township location. The firm 
specializes in providing drilling fluids, most of which are biodegradable, and also 
in contracting containment devices. Owner Seth Martin said his company’s 



growth is “significant” and anticipates 2014 to be the best year since the firm 
began in 2011.  Baker Hughes, located in the Lamar Township Business Park, had 
180 employees as of mid-January. District manager Phil Urlacher said the 
company plans to hire about 20 more between now and June. A few openings are 
presently listed on the website (www.bakerhughes.com). A focus is on hiring 
CDL drivers, and the company also seeks potential employees who have a 
military background. Both BH fracking crews are presently in the Tunkhannock 
area, Wyoming County. The cementing crews are busy from the Northern Tier to 
Westmoreland County. Baker Hughes began local operations in late 2012.  Ultra 
Pipeline, in conjunction with the National Wild Turkey Federation, plans a 
“fueling for conservation” fundraiser on March 22. The event will be held at the 
Ultra facility in Beech Creek Township (former Haven Homes). More 
information is available by calling Ray Smith at 570-220-1535 or e-mailing 
rsmith@nwtf.net 
    

c. Public Education Committee – No report 
 

d. Environmental Committee – The Environmental sub-committee met on 
February 11, 2014.  They held a roundtable discussion.  They will focus on 
special programs at their upcoming meetings.  They plan to meet every other 
month.  Their next meeting is scheduled for April 2nd and Tim Holladay and Jim 
Watson will be presenting on the special build out of potential well sites.  
 

e. Public Safety Committee – Kevin Fanning reported that the public safety 
committee has completed all their goals and have disbanded.   

 
f. Transportation – Damon Wagner reported that there are two bridge projects that 

will be completed.  Route 120 near Scootak and the McElhattan Bridge.  
 

IV. Agency Reports: 
 

a. DCNR – Doug D’Amore reported that snowmobile season went well.  The strip 
mine reclamation project continues.   
 

V. Industry Reports: 
 

a. Irv Gleason, Range Resources, reported that they completed activity at 
Queens Run Road.  They will clean up roads and continue to wait on 
pipeline infrastructure.  They will be returning to the Mohawk Camp area 
in the fall.  They have one rig and one frac crew in Lycoming County.   

 
VI. Old Business/New Business/Open Discussion: 

 
a. Pete Smeltz reported that he participated in the Gas Task Force panel at 

CCAP.  He stated that activity in western PA is heavy.  There is high gas 



production in Susquehanna and Bradford.  Central PA is on the back 
burner. 

 
 
The next Gas Task Force meeting will be May 27, 2014.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:34 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
Clinton County Chief Clerk 


