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Meeting Notes 

 
March 26, 2013 

 
 

Welcome 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Pete Smeltz.   

 
I. Build Out Analysis: 

a. Mr. Jim Watson, Director of GIS, provided a presentation on the build out 
for Marcellus Shale.  He developed a map showing well pad density and 
areas that have potential Marcellus development were mapped.  There are 
286.09 square miles of land in Clinton County that is developable.  Tim 
Holladay reported that there are forty four pad sites constructed and ninety 
nine wells drilled. 
 

II. Subcommittee Reports: 
 

a. Workforce Development/Education Committee – Mr. Bruce Jones provided 
the following report: 
 

Workforce Update 
PA CareerLink-Clinton County 

UC/Employment Data: January 2013 

Monthly Seasonally Adjusted Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment data in Clinton 
County, PA for January, 2013 

Civilian Labor Force Employment Unemployment Unemployment Rate (%) Report 

20,400 18,400 1,900 9.5 Time  

 
Comparison to last January 2012 

Monthly Seasonally Adjusted Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment data in Clinton 
County, PA for January, 2012 

Civilian Labor Force Employment Unemployment Unemployment Rate (%) Report 

20,100 18,600 1,500 7.7 Time 

Source: PA Department of Labor & Industry 

http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/unemp_data.asp?geo=4204000035&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&rollgeo=&cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&sgltime=0&tableused=LABFORCE&time=20130301&adjusted=1
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/qslabforcedata.asp?cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&areaname=
http://paworkstats.geosolinc.com/analyzer/unemp_data.asp?geo=4204000035&session=LABFORCE&subsession=99&rollgeo=&cat=HST_EMP_WAGE_LAB_FORCE&sgltime=0&tableused=LABFORCE&time=20120301&adjusted=1


*Central Workforce Investment Area-Regional Data 
 
LABOR MARKET INFORMATION 
  
Unemployment Rates (based on January 2013 data): 
  
Central WIA 8.2% (January 2013) vs. (January 2012=7.0%) 
This represents an increase of +0.3% since December 2012 (last month)* and an increase of 
+1.2% since January 2012 (last year)**.  There are currently 25,800 unemployed individuals in 
the region who are actively seeking work.  
  
*Monthly Change: During the past month, the unemployment rate increased within a 
shrinking labor force as a result of individuals losing their jobs. A monthly decrease in 
the employed population (-5,200) and a smaller increase in the unemployed population 
(+300) caused the labor force to decrease (-4,900), which ultimately resulted in a higher 
unemployment rate (+0.3%).  
 
**Annual Change: Even though individuals found employment within a growing labor 
force during the past year, there was a higher rate of jobseekers entering the labor force in 
search of employment, which resulted in a higher unemployment rate. Annual increases 
in both the employed (+4,000) and unemployed (+4,300) populations caused the labor 
force to increase (+8,300), which ultimately caused the unemployment rate to increase 
(+1.2%).  
  
(Source: CPWDC Research Dept.) 
  
 Pennsylvania 8.2% (January 2013) vs. (January 2012=7.6%) 
  
 United States 7.9% (January 2013) vs. (January 2012=8.3%) 
   
*February 2013 data is scheduled to be released on or after April 2, 2013. 
 
PA CareerLink-Clinton County: 2013 New Hires 
 
February 2013 & March 2013 New Hires = 62 Hires (*March Data Incomplete) 
Natural Gas Hires = 10 
 

b. Public Safety Committee – Kevin fanning reported that their committee toured 
the Baker Hughes facility at their last meeting and they held a gas fuel 
detamination class last month.   

 
c. Economic Development Committee – Mr. Mike Flanagan reported that he was 

in Houston two weeks ago meeting with a potential prospect who may be 
interested in moving to Lock Haven.  

 
d. Public Education Committee – Mr. Mitzi Gallagher reported that they did not 

hold a meeting in March.   



 
e. Environmental Committee – Mr. Jerry Lacy discussed the attached report. 

 
f. Transportation – Mr. Dan Harger provided an update on the 220/Auction Road 

project.  The project is being reviewed by contractors.   
 
III. Goals and Objectives – Mr. Snyder asked everyone to rank the goals and 

objectives that were distributed. 
 

IV. Agency Reports:  
 

a. DCNR – Mr. Doug D’Amore reported on the ATV trails.  He stated it is a DEP 
issue.  He reported that pipeline is being laid in Beech Creek and CCG is back 
doing seismic surveys.  
 

b. DEP – Mr. Dan Vilello reported that there is a second round of natural gas 
conversion grants available April 1st.  
 

V. Industry Reports - None 
 

a. Ms. Wes Carson, Anadarko, reported that they are laying pipeline in Beech Creek 
but otherwise they are in production only.  Gas price and economy will determine 
activity in 2014.    
 

VI. New Business: None 
 

VII. Open Discussion:   
a. Mr. Dan Harger stated that there is a misconception about injection wells 

coming into Clinton County and this may be an interesting topic for the 
Task Force. 
 

b. Mr. Roy Darrin asked questions about the landfills process of disposing 
drill cuttings.   

 
c. Mr. Snyder asked the committees, on behalf of Commissioner Smeltz, to 

continue meeting until the next full task force meeting. 
 

The next Gas Task Force meeting will be May 28, 2013.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
Clinton County Chief Clerk 



CLINTON COUNTY NATURAL GAS TASK FORCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

March 12, 2013 
5:00 PM 

 
Present were: Tim Holladay, CC Planning; Gerry Lacy, So Renovo Borough; Dr. Md. 
Khalequzzaman, LHU; Matt Lock, Anadarko; Gerry Drake, Anadarko; Mary Ann Bower, 
CC Conservation District; Ralph Harnisfeger, LHU; Mike Crist, Clinton County Solid 
Waste Auth.; Doug D’Amore, Sproul State Forest; James Kelley, Renovo CTA; Pete 
Smeltz, County Commissioner;  
 
Presentation by Matt Lock, Anadarko  
 
Matt Lock from Anadarko gave a presentation on two topics: Baseline Water Quality 
Sampling, and Gas Well Construction. Some of the issues he discussed included:  
 

• Rebuttal Presumption – in 2012, if a water source within 2,500 feet of a drilled gas well 
could be presumed to be caused by the gas well operator. Gas companies will sample all 
water sources within that area before drilling to obtain a baseline report. Homeowners 
also receive a copy of the report. (Anadarko typically does sampling within 3,000 feet of 
a well).  

• These baseline water samples can cost between $450 – $1,000. Usually only do one 
baseline sample, but will obtain another due to complaints of changes to water.  

• Anadarko has not received many water related complaints. Another issue related to 
water impacts, could be abandoned wells. PA is working on creating a database to try to 
document these.  

• Gas well construction is a major portion of the gas well drilling operation. Their sites 
are built with containment (including liner and berms) around all rigs.  
 
• Matt described the amount of steel pipes used in construction of the wells, and the 
cement used to seal the drilling spaces usually beyond any known underground aquifers. 
He also described the vertical drilling process, and how the horizontal drilling takes place 
beyond at least 2,000 feet in depth.  

• Vertical drills use air, and the horizontal laterals use a synthetic based mud to bore. 
Each well is logged or documented during the process.  

• Closed loop system being used now does not require a pit for storage of the cuttings, 
they capture the cuttings to be recycled and transported to the landfill.  

• Drilling a well can take 18 – 20 days, with an approximate cost of $6 million per well. 
Life expectancy of most wells could be 40 – 50 years, with re-fracturing in its lifetime.  
 
 



Other Discussion Items:  
 

• Doug D’Amore from Sproul updated the group on a field trip being planned with 
the Centre County Gas Task Force to focus on forest fragmentation and location 
of wells.  

• Pete Smeltz spoke about the efforts of the Commissioners to assist with marketing 
and the infrastructure needed to get natural gas to new neighborhoods.  

• Mike Crist reported on the new CNG station coming on line for the Landfill 
probably in August, and savings in fuel costs.  

• Tim Holladay, County Planning told the group that the County will be updating 
their comprehensive plan, which should address the gas industry in the County.  

• Dr. K explained about the water monitoring project that he has been involved with 
for the last 3 years in Centre, Clearfield, and Clinton Counties. He will update our 
group on his findings at a later meeting.  

• Jim Kelley talked about the railroad study to use natural gas to run engines. He 
expressed an interest about finding out costs to convert furnaces and other 
appliances.  

Next Meeting Date: April 9th, at Lock Haven University Ulmer Hall, Room 106, at 5:00 
PM. Possible topics or speakers may be either UGI or water recycling plants.  
 


