
 

Clinton County Natural Gas Task Force 
 

Meeting Notes 
 

November 19, 2013 
 
 

Welcome 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Pete Smeltz.     

 
I. Subcommittee Reports: 

 
a. Workforce Development/Education Committee – no report 

 
b. Public Safety Committee – Kevin Fanning reported the DES will be moving into 

their new building in two weeks 
 

c. Economic Development Committee –Mike Flanagan reported that the 
Partnership plans to attend at least one gas related conference and/or trade show 
in 2014.  The partnership continues to work with prospects for the Lamar 
Township Business Park, and at least one is gas-related.  Baker Hughes is at 186 
employees at its business park location about one year after moving in.  The 
Partnership continues to keep a list of possible county locations for the natural gas 
industry (or for any type of business).  

 
d. Public Education Committee – Shannon Tyson Gallagher reported on the Shale 

Net program. Twenty eight individuals were trained and obtained a Class A CDL 
license. Almost all have obtained employment with the gas industry.  Shale Net 
funding has ceased.   

 
e. Environmental Committee – Mark Barbier was publicly thanked for 

coordinating the site visit with Anadarko.  Tim Holladay also thanked Anadarko 
and reported that it was a great location for a tour.   
 

f. Transportation – Route 144 from South Renovo to Moshannon is a beautiful 
corridor.  It was joint venture between PennDot and the gas industry to have it 
paved and PennDot is cutting back trees to light the corridor. 

 
II. Agency Reports: 

 
a. DEP – Dan Vilello is working with MAB to have DEP do a presentation on 

abandoned wells at the environmental committee meeting.  He provided a 
publication – Citizens Guide to DEP regulations.   It is online at DEP’s website.  



DEP is continuing to work revisions to gas and oil regulations and is having 
regional meetings to address comments.  Paul Caimi announced that DEP opened 
second round of natural gas grants.  Dan Vilello encouraged folks to reapply.  

 
b. DCNR – Doug D’Amore reported that snowmobile trails will be open but 

connected trails will not be ready until next year.  XTO will be having a pre-job 
meeting with the conservation district and DEP regarding snowmobile trails.  
There will be meetings with industries regarding upcoming drilling.  DCNR is 
having a meeting with Superior Pipeline regarding a project in the Snowshoe area. 
The state foresters’ office had a meeting with companies working on state forest 
land.  
 

III. Presentation – Range Resources 
 

a. Irv Gleason reported that Range Resources received approval to construct a field 
office/year in the county.  They would like to occupy the building in March.  
Range Resources will be at the Queen’s Run Road until December 2nd or 5th.  
They will come back in April to Mohawk location.   
 

b. Michael Arch, EHS Operations Manager provided a presentation on abandoned 
and orphaned wells. DEP has 87 wells on record in Clinton County and 49 wells 
have already been plugged.  The process is funded by surcharges on permit fees at 
no cost to the landowners.   
 

IV. Old Business/New Business/Open Discussion: 
 

a. The planning commission is working on revisions to the comprehensive plan.  
Marcellus activity was the force behind revising the plan early.   
 

b. Pete stated that he is building a list of presenters for future meetings.  
 

The next Gas Task Force meeting will be January 28, 2014.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
 
Amy G. Dicello 
Clinton County Chief Clerk 


